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As the leader in programs and resources combating food insecurity among children, 

we at the Georgia Department of Education School Nutrition Program are dedicated to preventing hunger within our 

communities while remaining committed stewards of Federal dollars. We work diligently to limit food waste and 

unnecessary costs through careful menu planning and production practices including slicing fruit, offering a wide 

variety and giving students choices. Yet, despite these effons, food waste persists. 

od donations 

While food donations and share tables may appear to be the 

quick solution , let's look at some potential consequences that are 

frequently overlooked but must be considered. 

• Long-term solutions must emphasize and highlight food 

waste prevention as opposed to food waste management. 

For instance, offer versus se1ve is a provision that allows students to decline some of the food offered, including milk. 

Yet, many teachers still instruct students to take milk even though a child may otherwise refuse. 

• Food donations and share tables introduce oppmtunities for food tampering and may compromise food safety. 

• Food donations and share tables may increase food costs and waste. Students may take food they do not intend to 

eat in order to donate. 
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